A study was reported in 1963 of the results of contact tracing by a physician persuading men suffering from gonorrhoea to find their sexual contacts and to give them 'contact slips' advising them to attend for examination. Contacts were divided into two groups, namely primary or 'reservoir' contacts (the presumed sources of infection) and subsequent or secondary contacts to whom the patient himself may have transmitted the disease. Only six of 100 women presumed to be sources of infection and eighteen of 22 subsequent contacts were brought to examination by this means (Dunlop, 1963) . This was clearly an inefficient means for obtaining the attendance of such contacts and an improved method was subsequently put into practice.
Since December, 1964, contact-tracers at the Whitechapel Clinic of The London Hospital have further pursued the tracing of female contacts by interviewing all men suffering from gonococcal urethritis. The men were encouraged to give full details of their contacts and to persuade them to attend using 'contact slips'. In a small number of cases, in which persuasion had failed, the female contacts were visited by a contact-tracer. Since that time, as pointed out by King (1970) , the total number of cases of gonorrhoea seen in the clinic each year has declined ( Fig. 1 (Hare, Lamb, and King, 1970) . In 1960, fifteen men were excluded from the series (Table IV) ; fourteen because they gave insufficient data about their sexual contacts and one because of a history of homosexual contact during the relevant period of time. In 1969, 26 men were excluded; ten because they gave insufficient data and sixteen (13 per cent.) because of admitted homosexual contact. It seems likely that patients will now more readily admit to homosexual contact than they would in the past. It is possible that a proportion of the infected men who gave insufficient data about their sexual contacts were homosexuals. More effective contact tracing in gonorrhoea is not the only factor in the changing ratio of infected women to men. The relative increase in the number of women has also occurred in the total of new cases excluding gonorrhoea; in 1960 this ratio was 1: 3 3, in 1969 it was 1: 1 9 (Table V) 
